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powerfully influenced the work of educational
reconstruction that was undertaken after the
War.
The Wandervogel has been replaced by
hundreds of Youth Associations with a total
membership of nearly 3*75 millions. A number
of these Associations has, unfortunately, been
formed on a denominational or party basis (for
example, the Lutheran Association, the Catholic
Association and the Socialist Association); but
their aims are more or less common and there is
a federation, called the National Council of
German Youth Organisations, which helps to es-
tablish unity among the various branches and to
co-ordinate their activities. The Youth Associ-
ations are largely managed by the boys themselves,
while the teachers, parents and representatives of
the denominations or parties concerned keep in
the background and exercise general supervision
and guidance. Their activities include games,
sports, musical and theatrical performances, folk-
dancing, excursions and travel
Spirit of adventure, love of hiking, love of
nature and a strong sentiment of romantic nation-
alism are characteristics common to all Youth
Associations, Wherever one may travel in
Germany, one cannot miss meeting parties of
young men and women marching merrily with
ruck-sacks on their shoulders and occasionally
singing their tramping songs. They frequently
carry the banner of the Association to which they
belong. They thoroughly enjoy their march